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SUBJECT: BRIEFING MEMORANDUM: PANAMA: POSSIBLE UNFORTUNATE 
REPERCUSSION OF MIAMI HERALD STORY (S/S NO. ) 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS 

PLEASE DELIVER AS PROMPTLY AS POSSIBLE 

1. TOMORROW'S MIAMI HERALD IS SLATED TO CARRY A STORY ON 
THE PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS BASED ON KNIGHT NEWSPAPER'S 
GATLF.Y AND BOYD INTERVIEWS WITH SOURCES IN DOD, STATE 
AND RON NESSEN AND STAFF (THE LATTER ARE IDENTIFIED AS 
QUOTE WHITE HOUSE SOURCES UNQUOTE IN STORY). THESE 
LATTER QUOTE SOURCES UNQUOTE ARE ALLEGED TO HAVE SAID THAT 
TREATY WILL NOT BE INITIALED BEFORE OUR 1976 ELECTIONS. 

THE STORY WILL INDICATE THAT THE PRESIDENT IS FULLY AWARE 
OF THE U.S. POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE TREATY AND WILL 
NOT APPROVE ANY TREATY WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED AS A 
SELL-OUT. IT FURTHER STATES THAT THE PRESIDENT IS NOT 
UNSYMPATHETIC TO CONSERVATIVE FEELINGS WITH REGARD TO THE 
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2. GAILEY ALSO TOLD ONE OF OUR OFFICERS THAT OFF-THE- 
RECORD HE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT THE WHITE HOUSE HAD A 
LENGTHY MEETING IN RESPONSE TO THE SNYDER AMENDMENT AT 

WHICH TIME THE DECISION WAS MADE TO IGNORE THE QUOTE 
TOUGH UNQUOTE LINE RECOMMENDED BY YOU. WE DO NOT KNOW 
IF THIS WILL BE USED IN STORY. 

3. PRESIDENT TORRIJOS IS ALREADY APPRISED OF THE STORY 

AND HAD SENT US WORD THROUGH HIS WASHINGTON AMBASSADOR 
THAT HE RFAT.T7.es THAT, WHILE YOU AND THE DEPARTMENT ARE 
NOT RESPONSIBLE, HE CONSIDERS THE STORY FROM THE WHITE 
HOUSE A QUOTE DELIBERATE PROVOCATION UNQUOTE AND CANNOT 
GUARANTEE AGAINST THE OCCURENCE OF QUOTE UNFORTUNATE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. UNQUOTE 

4. WE HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING THROUGH SCOWCROFT TO OBTAIN 
A CLARIFICATION FROM THE WHITE HOUSE WHICH MIGHT MODIFY 
THE IMPACT OF THIS STORY. SO FAR, ONLY A REPLY FOR USE 

IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE WHITE 
HOUSE. 

5. WE HAVE ALERTED OUR AMBASSADOR IN PANAMA. JORDEN, 

WHO HAS TALKED WITH TORRIJOS ON THE STORY, FEELS THAT 

IT WILL HAVE MUCH MORE IMPACT THAN THE SNYDER AMENDMENT, 
AND COULD LEAD TO REAL TROUBLE. ANY SERIOUS CONFRONTA- 
TION IN PANAMA, IN TURN, COULD WELL BLOW OUR CHANCES FOR 
WORKING OUT AN ONGOING NEGOTIATING STRATEGY AND MIGHT 
INSPIRE A MOVE AGAINST TORRIJOS HIMSELF, WHO, AS IT 
HAPPENS. IS PLANNING TO FLY TO MEXICO TOMORROW TO VISIT 
ECHEVERRIA. JORDEN IS PREPARED TO MAKE A STATEMENT ON 
PRESENT STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS IF CIRCUMSTANCES WARRANT. 

6. AS SOON AS STORY IS OUT AND WE SEE FULL TEXT AND 
APPRAISE ITS EFFECTS, WE WILL BE BACK TO YOU. SISCO 
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